THE   STRUGGLE   GOES   ON

fall of Warsaw and Modlin the Germans had a
great deal to do in connection with the so-called
mopping up operations.

The cost of this resistance to the Nazis was
stated by Hitler, in his Reichstag speech, to have
been little more than 10,000 dead and a propor-
tionate number of other casualties. The alleged
account of the Nazi war against Poland balances
no more than Germany's economic accounts.
However, this incidental lie by Hitler is as nothing
compared with other and bigger lies, including
his assurance at the beginning of the conflict
that he was not going to make war on women and
children. Indeed, the whole European situation
to-day is the outcome of Hitlerian lying and broken
promises and it is astonishing that, in the circum-
stances, Hitler was able to assume that Britain
and France would or might listen to any "peace"
proposals from him. This at a time when the
German Army and the Gestapo were only just
beginning their reign of terror in the occupied
territories, confiscating, pillaging and "liquid-
ating", a regime which has only been intensified
since. Hitler was convinced that the Western
Democracies would accept the fait accompli of
his conquest of Poland. He could not bring
himself to believe that civilized countries are not
so dishonest and immoral as Nazi Germany,
just as he could not believe that Britain and France
would go to war on account of Poland and in
defence of a mere principle.

In   contrast   with   Hitler's   "understatement3*
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